Immunohistochemistry of capillary hemangioblastoma. Immunoperoxidase-labeled antibody staining resolves the differential diagnosis with metastatic renal cell carcinoma, but does not explain the histogenesis of the capillary hemangioblastoma.
We used a battery of antigens to determine whether immunohistochemistry can (a) contribute to resolving the histogenesis of the stromal component of the capillary hemangioblastoma, and (b) answer cases of difficult pathologic differential diagnosis with metastatic clear cell carcinoma. The stromal cells of the capillary hemangioblastoma are antigenically polymorphous and may express immunoreactive erythropoietin, renin, keratin, Leu M1, Leu 7, actin, neuron-specific enolase, S100 protein, and glial fibrillary acidic protein. However, the use of epithelial membrane antigen allows certain histopathologic distinction between capillary hemangioblastoma and metastatic clear cell carcinoma.